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MISSOULA--
19 athletes are going to attend the U n i v e r s i t y  of M o n t a n a  and p l a y  football on 
athletic grants- i n - a i d  in the fall of 1978. A c c o r d i n g  to offensive c o o r d i n a t o r  and 
line coach Dave Nickel, another five players are expe c t e d  to sign natio n a l  letters of 
i n t e n t .
Eight Mon t a n a  high school standouts will be att e n d i n g  Montana. The eight are:
Ron Sharkey, a 6-5, 215 pou n d  defensive lineman from M i s s o u l a  Sentinel High School,
John Kovacich, a 5-11, 170 p o u n d  defensive back from AA state champion Butte High;
Brian Carraway, a 6-4, 225 pou n d  o f f ensive lineman from C. M. Russell High School in 
Great Falls, and Dave Paoli, a 6-1, 210 pou n d  defensive lineman from Russell; Pat 
Curry, a 6-6, 220 pou n d  linebacker from Billings West H i g h  School; Pat Norwood, a 6-3,
230 pou n d  offensive tackle from Billings Senior; J on Sherman, a 6-1, 205 pound linebacker 
from Big Fork H igh School; and Bob Cerkovnik, a 5-11, 180 p o u n d  r unning back from 
Great Falls High School.
All but Curry have signed national letters of intent to attend UM. Curry has not 
signed a national letter but has signed a Big Sky tender of financial aid and plans to 
attend UM.
No r w o o d  also intends to compete in w r e s t l i n g  at M o n t a n a. ________  _________________
Three players from W a s h i n g t o n  will attend the U n i versity of M o ntana and have 
signed national letters of intent. The three are: Larry Wenzel, a 6-3, 215 pound 
offensive lineman from East V a lley High School in Spokane; Gordon Bledsoe, a 6-3,
215 pou n d  lineman from Central V a lley High in Spokane; and Rich Burtness, a 6-3, 215 
pound tight end from Anacortes High in A n a c o r t e s . Bledsoe is also a fine javelin thrower
-more-
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with a 213-0 best as a junior and plans to compete in track at Montana. Wenzel is 
the only offensive lineman from Spokane to play in the s t a t e’s all-sta r  game in the
Kingdome this June. _______________________
Eight junior college football players have signed national letters ot intent with
the U n i versity of Montana. J i m  Hard, a 5-11, 180 p o u n d  wide receiver from N a p a  J u n i o r
College in Napa, Cal. will attend UM spring quarter. He was the leading junior college
pass r eceiver in the U n i t e d  States last season with 70 catches in ten games. He earned
honorable men t i o n  junior college all-America, first t eam all-state and first team
all-conference. He attended N a p a  High School.
Marcus Fisher, a 5-11, 180 p o u n d  defensive back and r unning back will attend U M  in 
the fall. He is from Los Angeles City College where he competes in football and track. 
He's a 9.5 sprinter and has finished second to Hou s t o n  M c T e a r  three times in head- t o -  
head 100-yard dash competition. His h o m e t o w n  is Detroit.
The other six junior college athletes are now a t t e nding Montana. John Price is a 
6-1, 230 p o u n d  offensive guard from C o f f e y v i l l e  J u n i o r  College in Coffeyville, Kansas. 
He was an hon o r a b l e  men t i o n  junior college all- A m e r i c a n  and a first team a l 1 -conference 
choice. He attended Highl a n d  Park High School in Topeka, Kansas.
J i m  Duff, a 6-1, 248 pound offensive lineman from Ch i c a g o  p l a y e d  junior college 
ball at College of the Desert in Palm Desert, Cal. He was a first team all-c o n f e r e n c e  
choice there and play e d  high school football at Oak Park H i g h  in Oak Park, Illinois.
Mark Eickelmann, a 6-1, 225 p o u n d  offensive guard, also from College of the D e s 1 rt 
earned honorable m e n t i o n  al l - A m e r i c a  honors, first team all-state and all-conf e r e n c e  
honors. He attended Indio High School in Indio, Cal.
Frank Foisia, a 6-0, 225 pound offensive guard from Taft Juni o r  College in Taft, 
Cal. was a first team all-state selection last season. He a ttended Carson High School 
in Carson, Cal. His J.C. teammate, C arlton Lamb, a 6-1, 240 pound offensive lineman, 
was also a first team all-conference pick last season. Lamb's h o m e t o w n  is Las Vegas.
Marty Andrews is a 6-3, 240 pound defensive lineman from We n a t c h e e  .Junior College 
in Wenatchee, Wash. He was an a l l -conference selection and is a native of Seattle.
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